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TITLE

RIVER CROSSING STORY
INTRODUCTION: This story teaches CHE principle of development to older children or teens. The story is adapted from Comparing Relief and Development.
STORY:
(Draw two lines with chalk on the floor to be banks of a river. Draw two circles representing stepping stones and a larger circle in the middle to represent an island). 

Scene 1: Two men come to the river and want to cross but do not know how to swim. The current is strong, and they are afraid to cross. An outsider comes along and sees their difficulty. He offers to help them cross using the stepping-stones, but they are afraid. He agrees to carry one on his back but only manages to reach the island in the middle.  He is tired, so he leaves the first man on the island and returns back to shore where the other man is waiting.

Scene 2: The outsider returns to the riverbank to the waiting village member, but is now too tired to carry him. He refuses to carry the second man, but agrees to help show him how to walk across on the stones. Halfway across, the village member feels confidant enough to manage on his own. The second village member and outsider cross the river, but the first villager is still left on the island.  He shouts for help. The outsider walks away and instructs the second village member to go back and show the village member on the island how to walk on the stones and reach shore.   
----SHO questions----

S = What do you See?

H = What is Happening?

O = Does this happen in Our place?

DISCUSSION: (Use some of these questions, or add your own.)
Observation questions: (What happened?)
· Would anyone like to retell the River Crossing Story?
· What happened when he carried the first villager on his back?
· What happened when he showed the other man how to cross the river?
Interpretation questions: (Why?)

· What is the main point of this story?
· What does the river represent?
· Give an example of “being carried”. Has someone from outside your area ever done a project for you?
· What happens when they try to do everything for everybody? Can they do it?
· Why was the second villager stuck on the island?
· Why is it better to learn how to do it yourself than to depend on outsiders to do it?
Application questions:

· When there is something you don’t know how to do, which is better? To ask someone else to do it or to learn to do it yourself?
· What happens when we let other people do our projects? Are they sometimes left unfinished?
· What new skills would you like to learn?
· What do you know how to do? Can you teach other people how to do that?
TELLING THE STORY
· Divide into pairs to practice telling this story.

· During the week, tell your family, friends and neighbors the River Crossing Story.
This lesson is used in: Children’s CHE.

