
Pronounced Dead at the Scene 
 

Read James 2:14-26 
 
Encouragement for the day – “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without works is dead also.” 

James 2:26 NKJV 
 

 Like many of you, it wasn’t very long before I ran a call where someone was 
pronounced dead at the scene. Long before medical locals existed, firefighters 
and first responders have been running calls where the person we were trying to 
help died. Initially, we come to this conclusion by way of observation. On some 
calls the mechanism of injury is so bad that the body shows signs that it is not 
living. At other scenes we might see that the patient is not breathing and is 
motionless. Perhaps we checked for a pulse and found that the patient had no 
heartbeat. In today’s fire service a paramedic will ultimately decide if the patient 
is alive or dead. It is always sad and unfortunate when a patient is pronounced 
dead at the scene. 
 If others were to observe your spiritual walk around the station in order to 
make a decision on your walk with Christ, what would they see? Would there be 
enough times when good works were observed by them in order to conclude you 
indeed are a Christian? James fully understood that good works does not save a 
person from the consequences of sin. Faith alone, in Jesus Christ alone, is needed 
to forgive us of our sins and allow anyone to have eternal life. But, James also 
understood that a Christian who does not do good things for others has a dead 
faith. Our lives should mirror the actions and attitudes that Jesus had when He 
walked this earth. Others should be encouraged by the things we do and pointed 
to the Savior. Today is a good day to accomplish something nice for someone and 
show the world that Jesus Christ cares for them. 
 

Encouragement begins with helping others who are in need!! 
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