
Leaders What Will Your Legacy Be 
 

Read Joshua 4 
 
Encouragement for the day – “And he said to the people of Israel, “When your 
children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these stones mean?’ then 
you shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’” 

Joshua 4:21-24 ESV 
 

 There is a lot of talk about leadership these days in the fire service. There 
are discussions that abound on the topic of leadership in on-line forums, fire 
service magazine articles and plenty of experts on the subject who will gladly give 
you their opinion. One of our firefighter’s, who is an officer in another 
department, will be going to a leadership development symposium this week in 
order to learn more information on the topic. I am confident that he will be given 
many ideas and leadership styles to choose from when he gets back from the 
class. The best advice that was ever given to me on the topic of leadership in the 
fire service deals with determining your legacy and how you want to be 
remembered when you are gone.  
 In Joshua chapter 4 we are near the end of a story about the Israelites 
wandering in the desert for 40 years. Because of Joshua’s obedience to God in the 
small things He is going to allow Joshua the privilege of being the leader of the 
Jewish people. As the people cross over the Jordan River on dry ground they are 
to build a small memorial to remind future generations of God’s provisions for the 
people. Joshua’s legacy is one of trust and obedience in all aspects of his life. 
Joshua was known for his courage on the battle field and his skill in organization. 
Christian firefighters who desire to be leaders in the fire service should study the 
life and legacy of Joshua that they may apply those characteristics to their style of 
leadership with those who are under them. Keeping in mind how we want to be 
remembered when we are gone will help us to keep focused on trusting God and 
being obedient to His Holy Word the Bible the entire time of our leadership. 
Leaders, what will your legacy be?  
 
 Lord, give me the strength today to fully trust in You. 
 

Encouraging first responders to keep the faith!! 


