
Goals and Objectives 
 

Read Psalm 139:16-24 
 
Encouragement for the day – “Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and 
know my thoughts! And see if there be any grievous way in me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting!” 

Psalm 139:23-24 ESV 
 

 The fire department that I currently serve in is a volunteer department in 
southern Virginia. Every morning some of the firefighters meet for coffee at the 
station. We try and solve all of the world’s problems as we drink coffee and 
fellowship together. One of the firefighters, who has worked in law enforcement 
for many years, always asks everyone what their “goals and objectives are for the 
day.” As an old time sheriff his daddy had to write down his goals and objectives 
for the week when a new college educated boss took over in his office. We laugh 
about it every morning but this has turned into a little bit of inspiration for me as I 
try and complete tasks during the day in order to report them to Jonnie whenever 
I see him in town. 
 At this time of year many people make New Year’s resolutions. There is 
nothing wrong with periodically checking your life and making sure that it squares 
with the truths contained in the Bible. David wrote this psalm at a time when he 
was struggling personally. Rather than feeling down and discouraged David took 
all of his problems to God and gave them over to Him. David also wanted to 
ensure that his goals and objectives squared with God’s and that he was well 
pleasing to his maker. As you write down your New Year’s resolutions be sure to 
make walking with God number 1. Find ways to serve God better this coming year 
and make sure like David that you are willing to clean up the areas that God 
would not be pleased with. This can be the best year ever when it comes to your 
walk with Christ if you are willing to make it a priority. 
 
 Lord, help me to only do those things that are pleasing to you this year. 
 

Encouragement should be a standard operating guideline in the fire service!! 


