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                           Fellowship of Christian Firefighters International 
                                                 A Ministry to First Responders 
 
 
Back to Basics – Salvation 
By Craig Duck – President/Missionary FCFInternational 
 

Every first responder should be familiar with the ABC fire extinguishers. These 
extinguishers were designed to handle various kinds of small fires. What is great 
about ABC fire extinguishers is that they are simple to use, even children can 
operate them. The user simply has to take the fire extinguisher from the holder, 
pull the pin, point the nozzle toward the base of the fire, and squeeze the trigger. 
Obtaining eternal life is as simple as ABC, and even a child can understand. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read 
Matthew 19:16-29 
 
The Basics 
 
This passage can be a difficult one to understand if you focus on the wrong things. The young 
man had a desire that almost all first responders have, obtaining eternal life. In the story this 
rich young ruler thought that he had to do things, we refer to them as good works, in order to 
inherit eternal life. When Jesus told this young man to sell all and follow Him, he went away sad 
because of all the things he had. Don’t miss the point, eternal life is not about the things we 
have or the things we do. Eternal life is about a relationship with God because of what He has 
done for us. Let’s take a closer look. 
 

A Admit 
 
Sinners – The Bible tells us that everyone has sinned (Romans 3:23). That means you, 

me, your officer, and the person sitting next to you. You don’t have to be around the fire 
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service long to figure that one out. The Bible also tells us that there is a penalty for our sins 
(Romans 6:23). We have all seen what happens when a firefighter violates a fire department 
rule, he/she is disciplined. With God, those who have sinned must be punished, most 
firefighters get that as well. 
 
 The Gift – Romans 6:23 goes on to say “But”. Paul, the writer of Romans, lets us know 
that God has given us eternal life through Jesus Christ. We cannot earn eternal life, we can only 
accept this free gift from God. 
 

 B Believe 
 

Believe – It is not enough for a first responder to know how to be saved. A first 
responder must also believe what God has said in the Bible. “So they said, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” (Acts 16:31 NKJV) 

 

C Confess 
 
Confess – The final step in our simple plan of salvation is to confess our sins before God 

and accept His free gift of salvation. “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9 
NKJV) 
 

Note: The Bible says that there is only one way to heaven. A First responder can only 
inherit eternal life by doing it God’s way. 

  
 Acts 4:12 – “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” (NKJV) 
  
Study Questions 
 

1. There are many different religions throughout the world and it has been said that there 
are many roads that lead to heaven. Is there more than one way to obtain eternal life? 

2. How can a first responder know for certain that he/she can go to heaven? 
3. Should someone wait until they have experienced life before they get saved? 

 
Responding to the Alarm 
 
I Chronicles 16:23   Psalm 13:5   Psalm 71:15 
 
John 3:16    Acts 4:12   Titus 2:11 
 
Romans 1:16    Philippians 2:12-13  Revelation 19:1 
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                           Fellowship of Christian Firefighters International 
                                                 A Ministry to First Responders 
 
 

Back to Basics – Scripture 
By Keith Helms – Battalion Fire Chief (Ret.) Charlotte Fire Department 
International Board Member 
 

 
Essentials of Firefighting is generally accepted as the manual for basic 
firefighting. For Christians, we have a basic manual. It is the Bible, God’s 
Holy Word. The Bible is one of the means that God uses to reveal Himself to 
us. It also instructs us in how we can become mature believers, living and 
relating as Christ does.   
 
 

 
 
Read 
II Timothy 3:16  
Romans 15:4 
Isaiah 40:8 
Hebrews 4:12 
 
 
The Basics 
 
There are three aspects of the Bible that are critical to accurate understanding. 
 
1. Inspiration  

The scriptures were written by men as they were led by the Holy Spirit. Every word, 
every concept is directed by God. 

2. Inerrancy   
The scriptures are without error in the original writings.   

3. Interpretation  
The scriptures should be interpreted contextually, grammatically, and historically with 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Read 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21; John 16:13 

 
When you read the Bible, there are some consistent themes that are woven like a thread 
through the 66 books.  
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x Who is God? He is the Triune God, co-existing eternally as the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit.  

x What is God doing today? He is glorifying Himself by transforming us. 
x Who is man? We were created in the image of God, damaged by the fall of Adam. 
x What is the problem? Sin. 
x What has God done about it? The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ provide 

the only path for salvation.  
 
To grow in your relationship with the Lord, you should daily read, study, 
memorize, and apply the scriptures. Do not read the Bible as you would 
a novel. Take it into your heart just as you would take food into your 
body. Food is digested so that it may provide energy for the body. 
Similarly, scripture should be digested (studied) so that it will provide 
spiritual energy for your daily walk. The goal is not simply knowledge; 
seek “Transformational Knowledge” which affects how you relate to God 
(the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit) and to others. Transformational 
knowledge leads to spiritual maturity and a deeper desire for intimacy 
with God.  
  
Study Questions 
 

1. How can we know for certain that the Bible is the word of God? 
2. Am I qualified to read and study the Bible? 
3. What is the best method to apply Biblical principles to my life? 

 
Responding to the Alarm 
 
Read 2 Timothy 3:14-4:4; Hebrews 4:12; Psalm 119; Matthew 4:1-11 (“It is written”) 
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                           Fellowship of Christian Firefighters International 
                                                 A Ministry to First Responders 
 
 
Back to Basics – The Church 
By Dan Clegg – Firefighter (Retired) Indianapolis Fire Department 
International Board Member – Chief Chaplain FCFInternational 
 

 
 
The fire service is made up of first responders who serve in various 
departments all around the world. While all of the equipment is 
housed in buildings, it takes people to be able to respond on the 
equipment and return chaotic situations back to a sense of 
normalcy. If you were to ask most first responders “what is the 
church?” you would probably hear answers that include the 
buildings we see in our neighborhoods and near our stations. The 
Bible has a different idea of what the church is made of. Like the 
departments we are familiar with, the Bible considers the church 
to be the members within and not the buildings we see. 
 

 
Read 
 
Read Matthew 16:13-20 
Colossians 1:18 
Ephesians 2:20-22 and 5:23 
Acts 20:28 
I Corinthians: 3:9 
 
The Basics 
 
The Church – A local assembly of believers in Jesus Christ 
 
The term church comes from the Greek word "ekklesia" which means a called out assembly or 
gathering. With this in mind, a church is the gathering of believers in Jesus Christ together for 
the purpose of glorifying God, which is accomplished through worship and the sacraments. 
When reading the Bible one does not see references of the church being a physical building, it is 
always referring to the people.  
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Worship 
Those who attend a church service should be able to come together in order to praise God by 
the reading of and studying the word of God (the Bible), singing songs of praise, prayer, and 
fellowship with other believers (Romans 12:1-2). It is important to note that worship   
 
Ministry of the Word 
“Ministry of the Word” is a term used for guarding or 
preaching the Bible. In our fast paced world it is easy to 
get involved in so many things that it would be easy to 
neglect the Bible. Check out the story of the early church 
in Acts chapter 6 where the leaders needed to appoint 
folks in the church to carry out administrative matters so 
they would be able to continue to faithfully “preach 
about God” (verse 2). The local church is a place 
designed by God for the accurate teaching of the Bible.  
 
Ordinances 
What is meant by the term ordinances? Some churches use the term sacraments instead of 
ordinances which can be a bit misleading. Sacrament indicates that some ritual act 
communicates grace and salvation. It rests on the concept of ex opere operato--sacraments 
confer the grace they signify. It is important to remember that either of these two ordinances 
are not necessary for salvation but rather is an out symbol of something that has taken place 
inside a believer. The two ordinances commanded by Jesus Christ are baptism (Acts 2:38) and 
the Lord’s Supper (I Corinthians 11:26). 
 
 

 
 
Gifts 
The church has been referred to as a “body”. The human body is 
made up of many parts that function as a whole for a distinct 
purpose. Check out how Paul uses this idea within the church in I 
Corinthians chapter 12. How amazing to see God giving various 
“gifts” to Christian first responders in order to be used within the 
church. Take a moment to write down each gift mentioned in I 
Corinthians and see what ones you may have.  
 
 
 

 
Note: It is important for first responders to become members of, and regularly participate in 

a Bible believing local church in order to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. There are many different types of churches for first responders to choose from, 
the important thing to remember is finding one where you will be willing to 
participate in and that clearly teaches the Bible. 
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Study Questions 
 

1. Why is it so important for first responders to regularly attend a local church? 
2. What is the best type of church for Christian first responders to attend? 
3. How can I become involved in my local church? 

 
Responding to the Alarm 
 
Now that you have a basic idea on what the church is, it is important for you to regularly 
attend. Don’t be afraid to visit many churches until you find the right church. With today’s 
modern technology Christian first responders can research on-line those churches they want to 
see and find out what they believe prior to visiting. It is important to remember to find a church 
that clearly preaches from the Bible and whose congregation is actively following the will of 
God.  
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                           Fellowship of Christian Firefighters International 
                                                 A Ministry to First Responders 
 
 
Back to Basics – God 
By Wayne Detzler – Chaplain (Ret.) Charlotte Fire Department 
International Board Member 
 
 

Every first responder is accustomed to having a chief 
who in charge of the department. While it would be 
nice to do our own thing and answer to no one, local 
governments appoint a chief who is responsible for 
operating the department efficiently and effectively. 
Chiefs will maintain order through rules and 
regulations, provide discipline when needed, and enlist 
others to help with the department’s affairs. While this 
falls way short of a picture of who God is and how He 
relates to first responders, it helps us to begin to 

discover just who God really is. The Bible is filled with verses explaining God in terms that first 
responders can understand, helping them to serve Him better.  
 
 
Read 
Genesis 1:1-26 
Isaiah 55:1-13 
John 4:1-29 
1 John 1:1-10 
 
The Basics 
There are two aspects to the study of God. 
 
1. Essence 
 The essence of God describes His person. 
 
2. Attributes 
 The attributes of God are descriptions of the way 
in which He works. These  are descriptive of His 
actions in the world of time and space. 
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The Essence of God 
God is infinite, eternal, and perfect. He is omniscient; He knows everything. He is omnipotent; 
He can do anything. He is omnipresent; He is everywhere present at all times.  
 
Jesus set the tone, when He said: “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in 
spirit and truth.” (John 4:24 NKJV) Jesus explained this to the Samaritan woman, which 
demonstrates the universality of Yahweh God. He is God of the whole world, the one God. 
(Numbers 6:4) Therefore is the only source of salvation. (Isaiah 45:21-2) Here is the logic of this 
truth: There is one God. There is one Savior. Therefore, all the world must look to Him for 
salvation.  

 
 
 
 
The Attributes or Characteristics of God 
We know Him best by His attributes, His 
characteristics: 
  
Living--He is the living God. (Psalm 90:2) He 
always was, is, and will be. 
  

 
Spirit--He is Spirit (John 4:24) He does not have a physical body. 
  
Sovereign--He is sovereign (Matt. 19:26) He has absolute control of all things. 
  
Loving--He is love. (1 John 4:8) He does everything out of pure love for His people. 
  
Triune--He is Triune (Matt. 28:19-20) One God in three persons—Father, Son, Holy  
Spirit. 
 
  
Study Questions 
 

1. Why is there only one God (Isaiah 45:21-22)? 
 
 
 

2. What does this teach us about our responsibility to witness? 
 
 
 

3. How do we know that God is a loving God? 
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Responding to the Alarm 
2 Corinthians 5:10-21—How does this expand our understanding of living under God’s control? 
 
Psalm 19:1-14—How does God’s revelation in nature and in His word compel us to live for His 
glory? 
 
Philippians 2:5-11—God’s sovereign control is explained in exalted terms in this passage. It is 
the reason for the sacrifice, resurrection, and exaltation of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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                           Fellowship of Christian Firefighters International 

                                                 A Ministry to First Responders 

 

 

Back to Basics – Jesus Christ 

By Craig Duck – President/Missionary FCFInternational 

 

 
“What think ye of Christ?” (Matthew 22:42) 

 

The very name stirs up lots of emotions, as well as much talk 

concerning what people believe of Jesus Christ of Nazareth. 

Try bringing this discussion up the next time you are at the 

firehouse and you are sure to be part of a lively conversation. 

Some say he was a good man, others a good teacher and 

some say he was a prophet. The Bible is a Christ centered 

book, and as such has a lot to teach us about the life and 

ministry of Jesus. From the very creation of the world, all people share this idea, his/her 

purpose in life and their eternal destiny. Was Jesus a mere man or was He truly the Son of God 

who paid the ransom for our souls? So, what do you think about Christ? 

 

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His 
shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.”  (Isaiah 9:6) 

 
Read 
John 1 

Matthew 22:41-46 

John 14 

 
The Basics 
 

Names of Christ 

The names of Jesus Christ include but are not limited to; Adam (I Corinthians 15:45), Almighty 

(Revelation 1:8), Amen (Revelation 3:14), Beloved (Ephesians 1:6), Christ (Matthew 1:16), 

Friend of sinners (Matthew 11:19), God (John 1:1), High Priest (Hebrew 13:1), Holy One of God 

(Mark 1:24), Lamb of God (John 1:29), Prophet (Acts 3:22), Son of Man (Matthew 18:11) and 

Wonderful (Isaiah 9:6). 

 

Part of the Trinity 

Jesus Christ possesses all of the divine attributes of God. This why Jesus was able to say to Philip 

when he asked to see the Father; “Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you 
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have not known Me, Philip?  He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 
Show us the Father?” (John 14:9)  To deny Jesus Christ’s deity is to say that Jesus Christ is 
nothing more than an ordinary man and thus His redemptive work at Calvary is made of no 
value.  If that is correct, then we go to church in vain. 
 
Why He came 
The divine purpose of Jesus Christ was fulfilled in His death, burial, and resurrection.  The death 
of Christ was in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy.  “Men and brethren, this Scripture had 
to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who 
became a guide to those who arrested Jesus”. (Acts 1:16)  Jesus Christ’s death is the foundation 
to the Gospel and is fundamental to Christianity in general and our salvation specifically.   
 
Jesus’ death was necessary in order to atone 
for our sin (John 17:9), as well as for the whole 
world (I John 2:2).  It was necessary because of 
God’s holiness (Leviticus 11:44 and Proverbs 
15:9), and it was necessary because of man’s 
sinfulness (Romans 3:10-20).  As a result of 
Christ’s death there is redemption for sinners.  
“In Him we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the 
riches of His grace (Ephesians 1:7).  The saints 
are sanctified through the blood of Christ.  “By 
that will we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” 
(Hebrews 10:10).  Death is now defeated, Satan no longer has power over death.  “Inasmuch 
then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, 
that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that, the devil (Hebrews 
2:14). 
 
Second coming 
Jesus Christ is coming for His people. 
 

But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen 
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died 
and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until 
the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.  For the Lord 
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 
And thus we shall always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these 
words.  

(I Thessalonians 4:13-18) 
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Study Questions 
 

1. Why did Jesus have to die to pay the penalty for our sins? 
 
 
 
 

2. What is grace? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How should we live our lives after we commit our lives to Christ? 
 
 
 
 
 

Responding to the Alarm 
 

x Once we come to an understanding of who Jesus Christ is the obvious implication is that 
we must then become obedient to His teachings. 
 
“Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” (John 14:23 ESV) 
 

x For further study consider the following passages in the Bible concerning obedience: 
- John 14:15 
- Luke 6:46 
- Matthew 7:21 
- Ephesians 6:5-9 
- II Thessalonians 1:8 
- Ephesians 5:1-111 

 



1 
 

                           Fellowship of Christian Firefighters International 
                                                 A Ministry to First Responders 
 
 
Back to Basics – Holy Spirit 
By Rob Hitt – Firefighter Paramedic 
South Carolina Regional Director 
 
 
Every fire department has a leadership team that is responsible for ensuring efficient operation 
of the fire department. Each leader has a specific responsibility within the team and works hard 
to ensure that their area of operation is working smoothly in order to accomplish the goals of 
the mission. Whether it is administrative, operations, or support services every leader is 
important to the overall function of the department. The Holy Spirit is part of the triune God 
and has specific functions and responsibilities within the Godhead.  
 
Read 
Matthew 3:13-17 
Isaiah 61:1 
Genesis 1:26-31 
 
The Basics 
Who is the Holy Spirit? 
 
The Holy Spirit is part of the Holy Trinity which includes the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Isaiah 
61:1 “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me…”) Most theologians believe that God referencing 
the Trinity in Genesis 1:26; "Then God said, 'Let us make man in our image, according to our 
likeness." As Christians, He is our guide; speaking of John the Baptist in Luke 1:17; "He will go 
before him in the Spirit and power of Elijah." In times of doubt, He is our assurance that we are 
God's child; "The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God." 
(Romans 8:16) 
 
The ministry of the Holy Spirit 
 
The Holy Spirit is the administrator of spiritual gifts and abilities; "But one and the same Spirit 
works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills." (I Corinthians 12:11) He 
provides comfort in our times of trouble, and intercedes in our behalf; "Likewise, the Spirit also 
helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groaning's which cannot be uttered." (Romans 
8:26) He instructs us through the inspiration of the Word of God; "Therefore, as the Holy Spirit 
says, 'Today if you will hear His voice..." (Hebrews 3:7, Romans 10:17, Psalm 95:7-11) 
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What the Holy Spirit means to the believer 

 

It was through the Holy Spirit, that we realized our need of salvation. When we receive Christ, 

the Holy Spirit brings us to life in Christ; "... being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the 

spirit." (I Peter 3:18b) He is the Truth to us, when we were saved; He came to dwell in us, where 

sin and the flesh once resided in our hearts (John 14:17b). 

 

The Holy Spirit brings the new believer assurance of salvation (Romans 8:15-16) 

 

“The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the 

Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 

(NIV) 

 

Throughout our Christian life, we must listen to the Holy Spirit 

 

"He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches..." (Revelation 2:7) 

However, as a believer, we must be cautious as to what spirit we listen to; "Beloved, believe not 

every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God because many false prophets have 

gone out into the world." (I John 4:1) 

 

Study Questions 
 

1. What does it mean to be led by the Spirit? 

 

 

2. Can we ever lose the Holy Spirit? 

 

 

3. Can we grieve the Holy Spirit that lives within us? 

 

 

 

Responding to the Alarm 
 

x The first mention of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament was Luke 1:35. So, why is He 

called the Holy Spirit? "Spirit is the inner being, the person of a creation of man that is 

meant for fellowship with God. He is holy in respect of His place with the Trinity. 

Therefore, He indwells in us as believers, as the HOLY SPIRIT!  

 

x The Holy Spirit extends an invitation for all to come to Jesus! "And the Spirit and the 

bride say 'come!'. And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the 

water of life freely" (Revelation 22:17)  
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                           Fellowship of Christian Firefighters International 
                                                 A Ministry to First Responders 
 
 

Back to Basics – Man 
By Keith Helms – Battalion Fire Chief (Ret.) Charlotte Fire Department 
International Board Member 

 
 
Most members of the fire service work hard to be good firefighters. 
They continuously train in effective strategy and tactics. They stay 
informed about new resources. A proficient firefighter should also 
continue to learn about himself or herself. He/she should know their 
strengths and weaknesses, their capabilities and their limitations. The 
Bible helps man to know his/her strengths and weaknesses, not as 
firefighters, but as people who were created for a right relationship 
with God. This study will help you to have a Biblical understanding of 
the nature of man and how this relates to God. 

 
Read 
Genesis chapters 1-3 
 

The Basics 
In Genesis 1-3, God describes His six day creation of 
the heavens and the earth. On the sixth day, God 
created man (male and female). Man was different 
from everything else created by God. The Westminster 
Catechism states that the chief aim of man is to glorify 
God and enjoy Him forever.  Man alone was created in 
the image of God. While the complexities of being 
created in the image of God can be addressed in 
future studies, a primary aspect of this teaching is that 
we have the capacity (although limited) to relate as 
God relates. We have the capacity to love Him and to 
love others (Matt. 22:37-40). Additionally, man was 
created for God’s glory (Isaiah 43:7; Psalm 73:22-28; 
Psalm 86; Romans 11:36).  
 
God created man with different facets. First, He gave 
man a physical body. This is the material part of man. 
Second, He gave man an immaterial part. The Bible 
uses many different terms to describe the immaterial or inner part of man. Don’t look at these 
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at separate parts but different aspects. While they are distinguishable in scripture, they are 
often similar and overlapping.  
 
• The Soul refers to the life of man, the material and the immaterial. It is the seat of man’s 

desires, both legitimate and illegitimate.  Gen. 2:7; Psalm 107:9; Proverbs 25:25  
• The Spirit is the immaterial part of man.   James 2:26; Luke 8:54-55 
• The Heart is the inner man.  

- It involves our spirituality.  Romans 10:1-13; 1 Peter 3:15 
- It involves our intellect.   Proverbs 23:7; Hebrews 4:12 
- It involves our emotions.   Romans 9:1-5; John 16:5-7 
- It involves our ability to make choices.    Jeremiah 29:11-13; Romans 6:15-18 

• The Mind is the intellect of man.  Colossians 3:2 
• The Sin Nature (the flesh) is the immaterial part of man that stands in opposition to 

God. The flesh is present in believers and nonbelievers. Believers are told to daily battle 
against the flesh.  Romans 7-8; Galatians 5:16-26 

 
While man was created in the image of God, Adam’s sin in Genesis 2 (often referred to as the 
fall of man) resulted in the corruption of man’s material and immaterial facets. Because of sin, 
man’s physical body deteriorates (2 Corinthians 4:16) and ultimately dies (Romans 6:23). The 
inner man is also affected by sin in its spirituality, intellect, emotions, and volitionality 
(Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 8). The final destination of man is either Heaven or Hell (Acts 24:15; 
Matthew 25:46). Man can spend eternity in Heaven if he believes in God’s plan of redemption 
which is based on the shed blood of Christ. By placing his faith in Christ, fallen man is saved 
(Justification) and he can grow in his relationship with God (Sanctification). 
 
  
Study Questions 
 

1. If everyone is created in the image of God, does that mean that everyone is a 
child of God?  
 

2. In what ways has sin corrupted the image of God in man? How does this affect 
man’s relationships with God and others? 

 
Responding to the Alarm 

 
 
Although man was created in the image of God, sin brought death and 
corruption into the world. Man became a “fallen image bearer”. Man’s 
relationship with God was broken, however God has provided a plan of 
redemption based on the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. 
While no man can escape the inevitability of death, faith in Christ 
enables man to live for Christ now and to spend eternity with God. 
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                           Fellowship of Christian Firefighters International 
                                                 A Ministry to First Responders 
 
 
Back to Basics – Last Things 
By Christopher Duck 
Director of Ministry 
 
 

For those who are nearing 
retirement, it can be a scary proposition. 
The fear of the unknown is always knocking 
on the door. How much will the monthly 
checks be? What forms need to be filled 
out? What if I make a mistake on a form or 
don’t fill out all of the proper forms? These 
questions and many more go through the 
minds of those getting ready to walk out the 
door after many years of faithful service.  
 For Christian first responders the fear of the 

future can also be unsettling. What will the end times look like? How can I be prepared for the 
future? The Bible is filled with information about the end times. Some Bible scholars refer to 
the study of the end times as “Last Things.” While some of the information can be very difficult 
to understand, other portions are clear enough for us to easily grasp. 
 
The Basics 
 

1. The “Day of the Lord” 
 
Reading assignment – 1 peter 3:3-13, John 14:1-3.1, John2:28 and Acts 1:8-12. 
 
Jesus Christ promised to return again (John 14:1-3). We see in 1 Peter that we don't 
know the day or the hour of the return of Jesus Christ (like a store clerk has no clue 
when he/she will be robbed). In John it tells us that while Jesus is gone he is preparing a 
place for us in heaven. In 1 John we are given a warning that we should be walking in a 
pure manner so we are not ashamed before Jesus when He returns. In Acts we see how 
he will return, isn't it amazing how not only does he tell us he is coming again but he 
says how he will return. 
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2. “Resurrection of the Dead” 
 
Reading assignment – 1 Thessalonians 4:16,17; 1 Corinthians 15:51-58 and Revelation 
20:6. 
 
We can see in 1 Thessalonians that when the Lord comes back, those who are alive will 
join those who are dead in Christ and we all will be with The Lord. In 1 Corinthians we 
see the phrase "Not All Will Sleep" that means the living and those that are still living 
will be given a new body when we meet the dead in Christ. In revelation we see how 
those resurrected will be saved for a second death meaning hell.  

  
3. “Millennial Reign of Christ” 

 
Reading assignment – 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8 and Revelation 20:1-10 
 
The Millennial Reign of Christ 
is also known as the "Second 
Coming of the Lord". That day 
will mark the day when Jesus 
Christ will return to this earth 
in order to rule and reign on 
earth for a millennium or one 
thousand years. This time in 
earth’s history will bring true 
peace and harmony 
throughout the world. 2 
Thessalonians reminds us not 
to take false messages of the 
return of CHRIST until the “Man of Sin” (anti – Christ) are revealed. It also tells us that in 
the end the Lord will conquer the "Man of Sin". In revelation we can see that that the 
"Satanic Trinity" will be thrown into prison (abyss) then CHRIST will reign on earth for a 
thousand years. 
 

4. “Judgments” 
 
Reading assignment – Jude 14-15, 2 Corinthians 5:10, 2 Timothy 4:8 and Revelation  
20:11-15. 
 
Many people refuse to believe that God will one day judge them for their sins. They 
reject such a possibility for themselves and for others. It is a “time of accountability” 
when man must answer to God for his lifetime of rejection and rebellion. In Jude we can 
see how serious and harsh GOD will bring his judgment. In 2 Corinthians we see that we 
will be given what we deserve whether good or bad. In 2 Timothy we can see when we 
do what GOD wants he will give us crowns. And in revelation we can see how everything 
is wrapped up into one passage. 
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Note: Non-believers will stand before the Great Throne and believers will stand before 
the Judgment Seat of Christ. Non-believers will be judged for their failure to believe in 
Christ. At the Bema Seat, believers will not be punished; Christ paid the full price of our 
sins. Anything that is unholy will be burnt off and removed. The Bema seat will 
determine the rewards. 
 

Study Questions 
 

1. How should knowledge of the end times effect how you live your daily life? 
 
 
 

2. How similar is God’s accountability system to our Incident Command systems 
accountability? 

 
 
 

3. When will Jesus Christ return to the earth? 
 
 
 
 

Responding to the Alarm 
 
In a nutshell  
 

x Jesus is coming again. 
x The dead who are in Christ shall rise first.  
x CHRIST will reign for a thousand years.   
x We will be judged for not only what we did on this earth, but also for what we neglected 

to do. Some will be punished for the bad things they did and others will be given 
rewards for the good they do. 

x Are you ready? 
 

 
 


